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The 2024 edition of “Lisboa, The Economy in Figures” is here with the latest data, graphs and figures on the city. This is a book 
to always have on hand, ideal for anyone who wants to know about Lisboa social and economic dynamics.
Demographics, human capital, employment, entrepreneurship and innovation, strategic sectors and companies are just 
some of the areas whose data here prove to be real decision-support tools for those who want to invest, develop a project 
or simply study or work in Lisboa.

This is the full-color portrait of the city that was awarded the European Capital of Innovation prize by the European 
Commission in 2023.
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DEMOGRAPHY

Lisboa is the capital of a country with 10.4 million inhabitants and the centre of a metropolitan region 
with a population of 2.9 million. 

The Lisboa Metropolitan Area is where the country's economic decision-making centres are located. 

It accounts for around 36% of the country's GDP and employs around 1.5 milion people (30% of the country's 
employment), with an apparent labor productivity 1.2 times higher than that of the country.

Being the country's capital has costs. 
Every day the city's population grows by 70 per cent due to commuter movements.

Lisboa demographics have stabilized in terms of the number of inhabitants, now standing at around
550,000 residents. 

After losing almost a third of its population over the last five decades, the trend after 2011 is for 
stabilization.



DEMOGRAPHY
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Gross Domestic Products PPS
| Per capita
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Economic Indicators
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Country Total

Activity and employment indicators (LMA)

Source: Statistics Portugal , Statistical Yearbook of Lisboa Region Ed. 2023, Year: 2022
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 GVA and employment by economic activity in the Lisboa Metropolitan Area
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Lisboa remains an attractive location for many multinational companies, with the potential for 
expansion. Shared service centres and nearshore services tend to establish here.

The Lisboa Metropolitan Area (LMA) has many high-tech companies and research centers. It has 
approximately 390 thousand firms located there. 

Software and internet, as well as health and well-being services, are the main sectors with great 
potential for development here.

The number of workers employed by foreign companies and in the high-tech sectors in Lisboa
exceeds the national average.

BUSINESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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Total number of enterprises

1.487.738
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Country Total
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Source: Statistics Portugal , Statistical Yearbook of Lisboa Region Ed. 2023, Year: 2022







Entrepreneurship in Lisboa

Entrepreneurship
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3%
Creative 10%

Sea

8%
Health

12%
Commerce

4%
Construction

and Real Estate

18%
Tourism

9%
Digital

Sector’s weight in employment Lisboa - City

Strategic Sectors

Reference Sector

Source: Informa D&B 2023
*Representation of strategic sectors based on employment by enterprises, 
according to the delimitation drawn up by CML/DMEI 

Export intensity of sectors
High- 20%/30%
Medium- 10%/20%
Low - 0%/10%



Jobs in high-tech sectors
% from the total of employment in the region, year 2023

Employment in high-tech sector
in European Regions. Capitals (Region)
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Lisboa Metropolitan Area has an R&D expenditure ratio of 2 per cent of GDP, a significant figure in the 
European context. Around 166.000 of students were enrolled in higher education in 2022/2023

Lisboa provides a pool of highly skilled professionals who are adaptable, innovative, 
linguistically diverse, and competitive, with 40% of Lisboa Metropolitan Area  inhabitants holding 
advanced academic degrees.

The Lisboa Region accounts for about 41 per cent of the country's total research and development 
expenditure, with the business sector responsible for 58 per cent of this.

Around a quarter of the country's workers and employed people are in the Lisboa region, 
where there are currently approximately 104 thousand people without jobs.

HUMAN CAPITAL
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Unemployment Rate % from
the Region | year 2023

Unemployment in 
European regions capitals 
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31,7 %
of LMA in
the country

91
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65
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446.028 Students enrolled in higher education in Portugal 2022/2023

Higher education indicators LMA

KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION
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International Students Enrolled students of foreign nationalities

(includes Erasmus Program)
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Breakdown of total R&D expenditure by sector of execution

Lisboa (AML) Portugal

Breakdown of total R&D expenditure by source of funding
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Innovation & Knowledge in Lisboa

Innovation &
 Knowledge in Lisboa
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INTERNATIONALIZATION

The Lisboa Metropolitan Area is the origin of 30 per cent of the country's exports and is the destination of 48% 
of the country's imports

Lisboa is a privileged platform for trade between continents, particularly with the seven 
Portuguese-speaking countries  

Exports have grown by over 90 per cent in the last 10 years

6.4 million guests a year visit Lisboa Metropolitan Area (LMA)

Ideal location for companies wishing to export or invest internationally.

More than 55 per cent of these tourists come from foreign markets, with particular emphasis on Brazil, USA 
, France, Spain, Germany and the United Kingdom

A capital city full of dynamism and events all year round, Lisbon achieved a presence in global visibility 
rankings, proving its presence as an Atlantic city with unique characteristics for study, live, work and 
invest.
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November 2023 was an important milestone for the city of Lisboa. The distinction 
awarded to the Portuguese capital by the European Innovation Council has given 
even greater visibility to the city's innovative ecosystem, as well as recognizing the 
work of the municipality in supporting innovation. 

Lisboa wants to consolidate its position within the European context, as a global, 
creative, sustainable, and inclusive city.  The Unicorn Factory Lisboa (UFL), the focal 
point of this dynamic, has been continuing to train more scale ups and boost new 
hubs such as Gaming, Web 3, Green and AI, which attract more companies and 
investors. True nerve centers, they are changing the face of the territory, having been 
boosted from the Beato Innovation District, an important hub for promoting 
innovation, which houses the headquarters of Unicorn Factory Lisboa and other 
global technology companies.
Lisboa's network of experimentation and open innovation continues to grow, 
supported by strong investment in municipal spaces that offer everyone the 
opportunity to experiment, create and innovate. Lisboa's entrepreneurial and 
innovative community also remains vibrant, driven by projects and initiatives and 
connected to the city that provides the ideal conditions for its growth and 
development.

In 2024, Lisboa’s City Council, through the UFL, launched the Innovation for All award - 
aimed at start-ups and scale-ups from all over the world. The challenge: to find 
technological solutions to help solve problems related to access to health care, the 
integration of migrants and quality education. With this initiative, Lisboa wants to 
reward those who contribute to improving people's lives, while at the same time 
boosting the city's economy. The legacy of Lisboa European Capital of Innovation will 
live on. The seeds of creativity and entrepreneurial spirit sown in the meantime will 
bear fruit. By transforming lives and people, they will contribute to Lisboa's affirmation.


